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There Is Work Ahead to Hold the
Fifty-seventh House,

can be maintalned the force and mass of
water will be great enough to keep it clear,
| and Egypt will obtain the water it needs
| regularly. A much greater scheme, how-
ever, i3 sketched out by Mr. WILLCOCKS,
who declares that there are no difficulties

| in the way that cannot be overcome easily.
The Assouan dam when completed will |

' form a reservoir holding a thousand million |

{ cuble metres of water, which means a
| supply of nearly a hundred cublc metres
of water a second during the summer
months. The plan now is to dam up the
outlets of the Albert and the Victorla Ny-
anzas as well. By providing a regulator
holding up four metres of water the Albert
Nyanza would form a reservoir containing
18,000 million cubic metres or eighteen
times as much as the Assouan dam, while
a regulator holding up three metres in the
Victoria Nyanza would provide a supply
of 210,000 million cubic metres of water.
The rock at the outlets of both lakes is
granite, bullding stone and timber for the
barrages are at hand, and with the comple-
tion of the Uganda railroad other materials
will be within easy reach. Mr. WiLICOCKS

{
3 g Con- |
The chairman of the Republican | thinks that 85,000,000 would be an excessive

gressional Committee, the Hon. Josern W,
Banroock of Wisconsin, underestimates
neither the importance nor the diffieulty of
seouring an adequate Republican majority
{n the next House of Rapresentatives,

That is the properattitude fora campaign
exeoutive who has ahead of him such a
Job as now engages Mr. BABOOCK'S interest
and energies.

The margin of control in the present Con-
gress is none too large for comfort. The
oapture of the Fifty-seventh House by the
party of BRYaN and AaviNarno would be a
national misfortune only second to the de-
feat of MCKINLEY and ROOSEVELT.

The Democrats possess a great advantage
in the positive assurance in advance of a
solid block of 120 Representatives from the
Bouthern Rtates, To secure a majority in
the next House they will have to elact
only fifty-nine additional members; and
to acquire these fifty-nine members it is
not necessary to carry a single Northern
Btate for the Presidential ticket. New York,
for example, might go for MCKINLEY by a
large majority and yet send seventeen or
more Democrata to the House. Andso on
throughout the North,

In the absence of a third Presidential
tioket, it is likely that those enemlies of
the Administration who styla themselves
anti4mperialists will concentrate their
efforts upon the closa Congress districts
throughout the country. That {s to say,
they will throw their votes and whatever
influence they can exert in a close district
in favor of Democratic candidates without
regard to the financial question, They will
pretend that the first duty s to sava the
republic from *'imperialism, militarism
and destruction.”

With or without this factor, thers is a
hard fight ahead in every closa district in
the country. Republicans who do not want
the Republican Administration to be
blocked, hampered or embarrassed in 1002
and 1008 by a hostile majority in the
House of Representatives, and business men
who do not desire to seathe tide of Bryan-
fsm rise in any branch of the Government,
had better not take too much for granted,

Mr. BABoock is right. Republicans should
be up and doing in every Congress district
not hopelessly Demooratio.

The Joker in Tammany Hall.

The gloomiest part of the dark picture
of the American future paintad by the
Tammany resolution is occupled by the
young men:

*“PBut the future of America’s young manhood is
fmited by Republiean principle to efther military
eervice on distant flelds of doubtful glory, or to a
Mfetime of naeless struggle at home against the kill-
h‘ competition of Trust and monopoly.'*

A cheerful choice of fates for a young

price for this work.

With these immense supplies of water
under control and the passage through
the sudd region regulated, the irrigation
of Egypt will be little subject to the aoci-
dents of nature and very largely in the
hands of the engineers who will control
the water works. The whole Nile Valley
from Khartoum to the Mediterranean will
be able to count on a double crop every
year, giving an increase in yleld of $48,000,-
000 a year. It {8 one of the biggest engl-
neering schemes ever projected and seems
feasible besides.

The Critics of the Administration’s
Chinese Policy.

That the " logic of events '’ proves the ex-
istence of a technical state of war in China,
{8 the proposition of our friend in Boston,
Mr, DaNTEL CHAUNCEY BREWRR, who wrote
us a fortnight ago a letter expressing his im-
patience with ** the various Cabinets ' of the
great Powers for * dodging the issue forced
upon them,"

At that time Mr. BRRWER cited a specifio
decision of the United States Bupreme Court,
a decision, which, as we showed, had no
necessary bearing upon the situation in
China, so far as it is known what the situa-
tion is. Leaving that point he hasa returned
with the following communication:

“To THR FDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: In an
editorial of Wedneaday last you carefully reviewed
my letter of July 2, which aaserted that actual war
existed between China and the Powers.

“Although I had dismissed any thought of further
burdening your attentlon with authorities or per-
sonal views, the shocking confirmation of the mas-
sacres at Pekin and the news from Tientsin, lead
me, without comment upon the editorial in question,
to make the following points which may be badly
taken, but seem to me logical:

“L There s suficient evidence that the Chinese
Qovernment |s rither behind the present uprising In
the Chiness Fmpire, or 15 absolutely defunct and
powerless, having resigned {ts authority by foree of
circumstances to a de facto Government.

“In either event China, as represented by those in
econtrol of 1ty Executive, belleves ftself to be, and s at
war with the Powers. With or without a declaration
the Christian nations Involved ecannot change or
modify this status!

“IL If the United States and the European Powers
for reasons of policy Insist that the Queen Dowager
alone represents China, and refuse to acknowledge
that a de facto Governmentieapable ofjmaking war is
supreme In the Empire; if they take the position that
an orderly condition of things must firet be brought
about, and use their arms to this end, they are about
to get Into more serfous entanglements than will ever
hamper them by looking at things as they are, for
1t will be easier to adjust matters with civilized allles
later than to assume the responsibiiity of replacing
the old régime,

“IIL 1t has been Intimated that the State Depars.
ment hesitates to take a more aggressive position for
fear that great advantages will be lost through a
breach of existing treatiea

‘' A forcihle answer to this position (s:

man! Hemust go and be shot for a soldier
or be slain by the Octopus.

“1. Thut as far as China herself I8 concerned,

| treatles abrogated by war are already blotted out, and

1 she I8 successful, will never have standing again

Meanwhile, middle-agad men lke the | except with such qualifications as she may see it to
Hon. AUGURTUS VAN WyYck of New York | !mpose.

and the Hon, James D. RICHARDSON of '
Tennessee will be enjoying the profits of |
Trust and monopoly.

The Hon. RICRARD CROKER loves his joke,
but these resolutions are a littls too bur-
lesque. Even the serious-minded Col. BRYAN
must doubt the earnestness of a supporter
who is 80 waggish in his language.

England Undams the Bulrushes of
the Nile.

2. Thatif the United States and the Powers sue-
ceed In getting the upper hand and bringing China to
terms, there will be no dificulty in their negotlating
treaties ns favorable as the present if not more com-
prehensive,

*In closing 1 add, that, contrary to the assumption
of your rditorial, Tam a sinoere admirer of the pres-
ent Administration.  Doubtless the Department of
State has data In hand which Influence its presem
action. Later, [ belleve, 1t will gield to the logie of
events DANIEL CHAUNCRY BREWER.

“Bosrox, July 17."

Mr. BREWER does not make it very clear
what he would have the State Department
and the various Cabinetas do in order to

The first step taken by the FEnglish
suthorities in the Soudan after the capture
of Khartoum and the end of the Mahdl's

interference was to send an expedition

up the Nile to cut away the vegetation
that was blocking the waters of the river
and not only hindering navigation but pre-
venting also the summer {rrigation of
Egypt. Major PFAKR'R success In cutting
through the seven blocks of sudd that
stopped up the Bahr el Gebel has already
been reported. The cost of the under-
taking was ahout $375,000 and Mr. W. Wir1-
©00cKs, late Director General of Reservolrs
in Egypt, asserts in the Weatminater Gazette
that it has already this year prevented
the loss of one-half the cotton erop, a loss
that would have amounted to more than
$20,000,000 for Egypt.

The White Nile or Bahr el Gebel, the
main channel through which the squatorial
waters are carriad Into the great river,
flows out of the Victoria Nvanza, after
& while it enters the Albert Nvanza and long
after leaving the latter lake enters the
swampy “sudd® region, extending two
degrees of latitnde hetween 74 degrees
and 04 degrees north. Then it breaks
into many channels, the Bahr el Gebel
remaining the largest and recelving an
important tributary, the Bahr el Ghazel,
from the west, while on the east the Nile

has cut another large channel through the |

swamps, the Bahr el Ziraf, atralghter, though
not 8o wide or deep as the Gebel.  Though
the slope of the land In this region (s slight
the mass of water would eut its way through
It if it were not for the papvris rushes,
water grasses and other vegetation which
are torn up by floods and storms 'n massea
that clog the channels. For reasona given by
Mr. Wintcocks the “* sudding " has become
more common in the last half of thix century,
all three streams having heen closed repeat-
edly, and while Egypt dominated the Soudan
several expeditions were sent to cut the
sudd, as Major PEARKE has just done,
Once past this region the course of the
Nlle 18 clear till it reaches Assouan whera
a great dam is now being built

The cutting of the sudd, nevertheless,
18 a purely temporary relief, for the river
will clog again and will have 1o he opened

up whenever it doas, The Fgvptian Gov-

ernment is planning a permanent improve-
ment, that, namely, of strengthening the
banks of the Bahr el Gebel as it passes
through the swampy region by means
of wattles and the planting of willows
It a fairly definite channel

and poplars.

square themselves with hia ideas of technical
propriety and his interpretation of the dlo-
tionary definitions of war. We assume that
he would have them go through the form of
sending passports to the Ambassadors or
Ministers at the several capitals, thus ter-
minating diplomatic relations with the Impe-
rial Government,

That proceading on our part would con-
stitute a declaration of war, Our corre-
| spondent appears to think that we should
gain something by {t. What we should
gain he doea not say. What we should lose,
as matters now stand, {supon consideration
obvions,

Instead of being engaged in military
operations in a single part of China, where
the treaty rights of our citizens have been
violated and the lives of some of them,
probably, have been taken by mob violence,
we should at once be at war with the entire
Empire, with all the consequences that
wonld follow war throughout the entire
| Empire,
| Buch protection as has been afforded up
to this time to Americans in other parts of
China not yet dominated by the Boxer up-
rising that has wrought anarchy in Chi-li,
would immediately cease. The Viceroys and
their Governmenta that have heen at least
nominally friendly to the Americans within
their jurisdiction, and at least nominally re-
spactful of our treaty rights, would beecome
enemies, by ourown ast. The treaty Mghta
which our present operations are designed
to enforee and safeguard would at onoe ha
atan end everywhere In China; for the fact
of acknowledged war would abrogate or
suspend them. We do not agrea with Mr.
BrewER in his belief that it {s better policy
and a less difficult job to let present treaty
rights be wiped clean off the record and
then go to work to conquer all China as a
preliminary to a new and perhaps more ad-
vantageons convention.

Nor do we agree with him n holding that
there {s already sufficient evidence that the
Chinese Government which we recognize
is either a party to the Boxer atrocities or
absolutely extinet,  What is that evidence?
| The French Government was not extinet
when the Commune rioted in Paris. We
should not have been justified in declaring
war upon the French Government and
nation  for  Communard outrages on
American citizens that the French Govern-
ment and the French peopla wera tempo-
rarily powerless to prevent. We might
! have claimed raparation afterward from the

.

t
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responsible Government, but that is a dif-
ferent matter.
Those who oritioise the Administration

for desiring to postpone, and If possible to |

avert the formal recognition of a state of
war with China in general, would push this
country from a difficult enough position
into one still more difficult. And they
would do this on an imperfect understand-
ing of the situation, and, apparently, for no
other reason than to justify their intellec-
tual concept of the conditions that con-
stitute war,

We may add for Mr. BREWER'S personal
satisfaction that we have not assumed that
he 18 not a 'sincere admirer of the present
Administration."

London’s German Theatre and Ours.

The news that London is soon to have a
German theatre calls attention to some
facts concerning the British stage that
will seem somewhat strange to the Ameri-
can theatregoer,

There has never heen a (German theatre
in London, or anywhere else in Great Brit-
ain. Even the early Groraes, who were
even more German than thelr descendants
of the present day, never saw one.

Perhaps it 18 because of the insularity
of the British theatregoer that no German
or French theatre has ever obtained a
permanent foothold In Great Britain. The
Briton wants his plays adapted. He does
not care whether the coherency of BARDOU'S
“ Pattes de Mouche® vanishes with its alter-
atlon into PALoravE Siupson’s * Scrap of
Paper,” and the metamorphoais of Prosper
COouramont into Col. Rlake, and of Susanne
de Ruse into Susan Hartley. His char-
acters must have English names and must
live in England. So It is with plays from
the Germans. The Briton could hardly
have *“ Wallenstein's Lager ® *adapted,”
with the scene and the people made over
Into English; so he will have none of it
Similarly everything elae must be adapted,
Until within a very few years it might
have been sald truthfully, " Scratch an
‘Fnglish’ play and you will ind a French
play.” or a German or Itallan play, as the
case may be,

This dislike or distrust of any foreign
performance taking place on the British
stage, ro long, that s, as it was presented
as foreign, accounts for the treatment
accorded to daring foreigners who sought
the favor of the Intelligent British public.

In the time of CuarLES 1. and his French
Queen, HENRIETTA MARIA, some French
actors came over hoping to suocead on the
British stage. But they * wera hissed,
hooted and plppin-pelted from the stage,”
wrote THoMas BraxD, “so that 1 do not
think they will soon be ready to try the
same again.” There was a similar attack
on French actors In GArnick's time, and
another in 1848, as noted by MACREADY.
Now, however, it 18 said that a German
theatre is to be opened in the great metrop-
olls, but opened privately. Artistic rather
than financial success 18 sald to be the aim.

Fifty-three years ago, according to the
Clipper Annual, the first German theatre
in this country waa opened in Plttsburg.
Since that time there has been a (German
theatre somewhere intha United States
almost continuously, Before 1850 the first
Stadt Theatre was opened In this city,
80 large, aocording to traditlon, that after
it had been destroyed by fire, the New
Stadt Theatre was bullt on the space taken
up by the stage of the first. At the same
time there was a Volka Garten In the Bowery,
where the People’s Theatre stands now,
which waa at firat a German place of amuse-
ment. Besldea thesa named, we have had
German theatres {n this city in numbers;
the Thalia, the Windsor, the Amberg, the
Germania, the Terrace Garden; and we
have now two such theatres, the Irving
Place and the Fighth Street,

This list does not exhaust the list of
foreign theatrea in this city. In 1806, when
the Civil War was hardly ended, the Théatre
Francals was opened, where now is the
Fourteenth Street Theatre. It did not
last long, but it was intended to be per-
manent. Now we have no French theatre;
but we have three jargon theatres for our
Jewish fellow New Yorkers of the Fast
Bide, at least one Italian theatre, and the
two German theatres named; in all, at
least six permanent places of amusement
for forelgners, where they will see good
plays well played.

“The Merry War,” a once famous comio
opera, reached us first as “ Der Iustige
Krieg." The play which 8ir HENRY IRvING
will use next season under the name of
“Charles IX." {8 known to our German
theatregoers here as “ Der Bluthochzeit.”
Many other plays which have come to us
as of British origin have proved when seen
on the stage to be adapted from German,
French and Italian plays produced here in
the language in which they were written.

No attack on forelgn actora as such is
recorded in the history of the American
stage. Only the Macready-Forrest riots
even appear to be anti-foreign in thelr
origin, and they were not; their canse was
personal, not raclal. The forelgn stage
has flourished in this eountry, and {n this
city. For that reason, we may hope that
the experiment ahout to be made in Lon-
don may prove sucoessful, both artistically
and financially.

The Old Democrats and the School
Children.

0Old Democratic voters who choke at the
Kansas Clty platform, but who will support
Bryax or neglect MCKINLEY for the reason
that BRyax has been nominated as a * Demo-
crat,” and they have been bred to support
the " Democracy,” are like the children
whom MecClure's Magazine recently told
of In the schools. They had been taught
to eing patriotic songs. In “ America”
they had sung of “ rocks and rills,” “templed
hills,” and " rapture,” and when asked to
write what they had learned, they wrote:

“1loveshy rots and ehills,
Thy woods and temper pills,
My heart with rateher thrills

1ike that above ™'

We will quote DRAKE'S * Address to the
American Flag' to show {nto what it was
turned by repetition without understand-
ing:

“For ever float that standard sheet!

Where breathes the foe but falls before us,
With freedom’s soll beneath our feet,
And frredom’s banner streaming o'er us?™

This is all that the singers knew of {t:

“ For ever wave (hat standing clieat

Where breege the foe but falls heforus,
With freedomas ofl beneath our feet
And freedoms banner sereaming orus '

What real difference is there between
these quaint little parrots of the school
and the solemn partisans of “ Democracy ”
who follow the Populistic nominee of Kan-
gas City muttering " Democratie, Demo-
cratie, Democratic?” There ia no sense he-
neath the words in either case,

Bryanism is infinitely more antagonistio
to the democracy of THOMAS JEFPERSON
than was ALEXANDER HamivTon, It fs

’ repudiation of what was Democracy twenty l

| years ago, radical and complete.

What democracy, in the old meaning,
there is In American politics to-day is to
{ be found in the Republican party.

The Issue Defined by Mr. Hoar.

The Presidential issue being made up,
the anti-expansion sentimenta of the Hon.
GrORGE FRrisnmie Hoar of Massachusetts
have given great prominence to his an-
nouncement that he will not falter in his
support of the Republican ticket. The
mortification of the Atkinsonian crowd
| of anti-lmperialista has led to a very acrid
analysis of Mr, Hoar's sayings on the
Philippines and the awful charge of “ incon-
sistency.” Yet the hinge of Mr. HOAR's
determination to support the platform of
Philadelphia rather than that of Kansas
City 13 as plain to the understanding as it
s weighty. 1t {8 found in this short sen-
tence of his recent communication to the
Worcester Spy:

"The election of Mr,
the American people ™

That is simple truth, Mr. Hoar I8 not
80 daft with theory over American govern-
ment of distant places that he loses his
memory or his consclence as to the fraud
advocated in the Democratic platform.

Free silver, the original and unchange-
able {dea of Bryanism, is fraud. It is
national repudiation. It {s what the Demo-
orats of New York and of numerous other
States, before the Democracy was burned
with the Bryan brand, declared to be de-
structive of the national credit and of
® our country’s honor "

The repudiation plank in the Kansas
City platform cannot be velled. No
amount of repudiation of it among dis-
gustad Democrats, no protest that it Is a
promise to which the Democratic party will
be false, can alter ita intolerable character
or make the duty of rejecting it overwhelm-
ingly at the polls any less imperative.

This is what Mr. Hoar thinks, and he
is right.

A report of the Chief of Crdnance of the
Army has just been published. Asitis for the
veur anding June 30, 1809, just a year ago, It
cannot be sald to contain much of *contems=
poranesous human Interest,’’ except for stu-
dents of ordnance and ballistics. Yet it tells
of the proposition to simplify the office ays-
tem, to reduce the number of returns required,
and to decreasa the amount of red tape used,
The proposition will meet with general ap-
proval among Army officers and Armny clerks.
A recent article from Manila related humor-
ously, yet truly, the trials of an officer who had
accounted for only five out of six pencils with
which he had been charged; his return of sup=-
pliew was following him all over the world, hav-
ing grown to an enormous size because of en«
dorsements added to it by every officer through
whose hands it passed. Anything that will do
away with red tape and yet keep accurate ao-
count of supplies issued is of intereat to those
who belteve in having our Army, howaever large
or amall it may be, eMcient in every way. Red
tape 1s necessary; but too much tape prevents
the free use of the arms, and is bad, especially
inanarmy.

BRYAN means dishonor to

McKinley Imperialists resent the lssue of imperi-
alism heeanae it exposes and threatens to defeat thetr
plot for Empire.— St Loufs Republic

Take a strong anti-phlogistic medioine.

The mishaps to bathers during the past few
days make a significant chapter {n the month’s
gtory. On Sunday two men were drowned at
Midiand Beach. The body of one was washed
ashore, and that of the other was found at low
tide, AtSouth Brooklyn a young man lost his
life in the water before assistance could reach
him. At South Beach a swimmer ventured
too far out and was rescued with difficulty
by an intrepid eyewitness. A young woman
unabla to swim fell or was pushed from
a float at Hudson's Beach, and quick work
on the part of the lifeguards barely saved
her. At Elizabeth, N. J., a man was found
dead In Morse's (reek, and at the same place a
man was taken from the water in an uncon-
solous condition and removed to a hospital, On
Tuesday an attendant in the Manhattan State
Hospital, on Ward's laland, went {n bathing;
later his clothes wers found on the shore, but
their owner is gone, On the same day a swimmer
was attacked with eramps under the Harlem
River Bridge, and but for a stout-hearted young
swimmer he would have been drowned.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.

Three of Them to Be Voted On at the General
Election in November,

ALBANY, July 25.—~Voters of this State will
be called upon to vote at the general election
on Nov, 8, upon three Conatitutional amend-
ments, the concurrent resolutions for which
have been adopted by two successive legisla-
tures. Two of these amendments proposed,
which are to Article 6, where new sections
are to be added, call for the eleotion at the
next general election, alter the adoption of
the amendments, of seven new Bupreme Court
Justices, four in the first and three in the second
district to take care of the legal business of
Greater New York and adjoining sections.
Tha first of the amendments reads

“At the next general election after the adop-
tion of this amendment, there shall be elected,
and thareafter as the offces shall me
vacant through expiration of terni or otherwise
by the cleetors of the Second Judu'snl district,
three justioes of the Supreme Court in addition
to the Justices of that court now in offies in
sald judicial district. The iustices 8o elected
shall be invested with their office on the first
day of Junuary next after their election,’

e sectlon providing for the four new Jus-
tices In the First district is couchnd In similar
terms and will be the third of the amendments
to he voted upon

The second amendment {8 to section 18 of
Article 3 ond I8 relative to the axemption of
personal_property or real property from tax-
ation. The new matter added provides that
the Legislature shall not pass a private or local
hill granting to any person, assooiation, firm or
corporation an exemption from taxation on
real or personal property.

REPORT FROM GOV. LEARY OF GUAM.

The Abandonment and Recovery of the Naval
Colller Brutas.

WASHINGTON, July 25, A report recelved at
the Navy Department from Capt. R. P Leary,
Governor of Guarn, tells of the abandonment of
the United States naval ~ollier Brutus off Guam
two monthe ago and her subsequent recovery
befure she hald sufferad serious injury, A court
ol inguiry s appointed by Gov, leary to in
vestigata the circumstances of the abandon-
ment. The court exonerated the oMeers and
crew of the vessel and commends their conduet

The Brutus has been the statlon ship at
Guani. She was and s still commnnged by
Flent. A B, Hoff. At the thue of the trouble
whih she expericnced the Hrutus was riding

At single unchor off San Loulsd’Arvra. A storm
came np in the nig'it and, starting fires, Liout
Hoff Kept the yvessel steamilng back and forth to

ease the anchor eable At davlight it was
found neecessary to change position, owing to
the proxjimity of & dangerous reef, but in get-
ting under way an anchor failed to come up
gulckly and the steering goar ceased to work,
his  brought the HBeatus  around  broad-
the  roeef she  grounded  heav-

side  to
lv, T paswd aver the starboard
& de, and there was dangar that <he would eap-
size. Licut Hoff decided to abandon the vesse]
while the tid - waa low, It being {mpossihle to de
s0 at high tide A\ landing wa~ made on the
reel. and a boat was dragg d along [t to Cabris
Island, whenee communieation with shors was
secured. The next day the hospital ship So'ace
catme to the assistanee of the Hrutus and sue-
oeaded in getting hore off the reef OMeers and
men had been eonstantly on duty three davs
when the ship was abandoned. P

Clalmed to Be 122 Years Old.
From the Florida Times<l ' nion and ("itizen,

EvErcLapes, July 20 —John GGomas was bur-
fed Monday, He took his boat and went to
cateh some fish on the previous Thursday He
went near an siand nared Four Brothers and
was found there on Friday evening by Mrs.
Newell.  He must have fallen out of his boat
and drowned, as averything that he had taken
with him was in the boat e wasold and was
very feable  He claimad tobe 122 years old. He
leaves a wife nearly 80 years old oat of
friends came to pay their last tribute to the old
man,

THE CHINESE SITUATION.

The obecurity surrounding the fate of the
forelgn Envoys In Pekin {s as Impenetrable as
ever, but, in the report of the Russian

, Intention to assume contrel of the rallway

from Taku to Pekin, if it is authentic,
may b* detected the Mist symptom
of cleavage in the relations of the
codperating Powers The further state-
ment that the French are endeavoring to
oblain control of the river transport, having
regard of course to the acenracy or otherwise
of it, st{ll more emphasizes the situation. It is
unfortunate i1 the highest degree that so much
of the new. from China since the disturbance
began has been proved to be totally devoid
of foundation, for there has seldom been an oc-
casion when care’ul judgment of events and
their issues was more needed, Weo may be in
fuoe of what may ultimately turn out to be
only a false alarm, or we may, all unconsciously,
be confronting a cri-is of the first magnitude in
the world's affairs. Clear and accurate infor-
mation (s, therefore, the more necessary, but
much of the so-called news from the great

opinfon-forming centre in China has been,
where not absolutely valueless, most mis-
leading.

Next to the reported disposition of the Rus-
sians and Freneh to control the transport line
from Taku to Tieutsin, and to Pekin when re-
stored, the sudden departure of the British
Admiral from Chefoo for the Yangtse River is
most significant. The whole affuir seems to fore-
shadow eventual arrangementa for the super-
vision of spheres of Influence, If it s not some
thing more serious. The word seems to have
gone out, meanwhile, from the controlllng in-
fluence at Pekin, or wherever it ts, to the
authorities in China and the representatives
abroad, that the Furopean forces are to be held
off from Pekin as long as jossible, and this
they are trying to do by every method that can
suggest {tself to the imagination. The situa-
tion Is altogether so curfous that it seems
t point Inst netively to a despatch written on
April 20 of last year by the British Minister
at Pekin, Bir Claude MacDonald, to Lord Salls-
bury. This despatch referred to the rumore
of an a!llance hetween Rusaia and China, which
caused considerable perturbation In London at
the time, and about whioh no satisfactory ex-
planation was ever given by the Chinese Uov-
ernment or at 8t. Petersburg.

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

In a despatch of Tuesday dated from Vander
Merve ~tation, fourteen miles from Pretoria,
Lord Roberta announces a general advanoe
agninst the Boer positions east of Bronkhorst
Spruit. No resistance was offered by the Boers,
who fell back before the British advance, and it
{8 beliaved that no oppoe'tion will be met with
west of Middelburg. Gen. Botha, however,
on retiring detached a portion of his foree into
the bush veldt north of the rallway, with the
supposed object of hanging on to the left flank
of the British communications. Thera are the
usual reports of Boer discouragement, but as
thers are no defections from the fighting force
the discouragement is not very evident. Should
the present advance be pushed, ns it probably
will, we ashall learn something of the prepara=
tions the Boers are so persistently reported to
have made to hold the mountains. lord Rob
erta's object will, of course, be to obtain
control of the raflway to Koomati Poort and
out off the Boer communications with Delagoa
Bay. Out of the present move we ghall also
have the solution of the problem that haa for
some time been vexing the British authorities
and military critios, namely, what the Boers
have done with all their artillery. Considera=
ble Intereat attaches to the present operations
under Lord Roberts’s immediate direction, as
on their speedy success depends whether the
war will come to a sudden termination or drag
on Indefinitely, From Middelburg eastward
the character of the country renders turning
movements, such as have been so sucoessful in
the open ocountry, more difficult and risky in
face of an active enemy.

Thers seems to be some uncertainty as to
whether the reported capture of asupply train
and convoy near Roodeval In the Fre: State is
a fre<h incident, or a variationiof the story of
the dis’ ster to the convoy near Honings Spruit
at the end of last week. It will not, in any case,
materially Intarfere with J ord Roberta’'s move-
ments, now that the road up from Natalisin
working order, but the rald appears to have
had the effect of drawing away a considerable
part of the RBritish mounted foree from the
eastward, and leaving the fleld open to those
burghers that wera left in the Roode Bergen.
Gen. De Wet {s reportad to be closely pursued
by Gen Broadwocd, his antagonist at
Bannahs Post.

THE CHINESE DANGER.

Interpreted by a Distinguished Biblical Scholar
as the Fuolfiiment of Prophecy.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: The
subjoined letter from the Rev. Dr. Haldeman, pastor
of the First Baptist Church of New York, who |s the
ackowledged most profound Bibileal scholar and
teacher |n this country, is of interest on the Chinese
queation.

Dr. Haldeman a year ago predicted that the year
1000 would find every nation at war, and also particu-
larly demonstrated from the prophecies of the Bible
the coming great struggle between Russia and
China. R. H. Davies,

NEW YORK, July 34

“Ilook on the Chiness question wholly and
alone from the prophetio side. Whatever the
developments new, I am abeolutely sure that
in the future Russia will gain the supremacy.
It s also true that, taught by Weatern genius,
the Eastern hordea will yet break in awful
avalanche on the West. The gread, the rapacity,
the Christless, godlsss selfishness of European
nations will get its reward. Allthe Christianity
that has been wrought fn China will be small,
counting in the torrible final balance that shall
be made acainst so-calld ( hristian natfons,
who have poisoned China with opium and mada
them look upon Christians as only another
division of rapacious fore gn devils,

“Considered morally, there are two sides to the
question. These Chinese are fighting for their
homes, thelr land, their institutions, They
know the Christian nations are ready to rob
and cheat them; and when they find the mis-
sjonaries backed up by guns and swords and
bloodthirsty Cossacks, by rude and godless
soldiery, ready to kill and slay, they are only
the more infuriated and determined in the
opinion that any whita man is a devil and needs
be aluin.

“It wna not so that Paul won Macedonia and
Rome. When he went to Rome he did not say,
‘Down with Nero! Down with the powers that
be!" On the contrary, he counselled ( hristians
to recognize that hers Nero's government, bad
as it was, was permitted of God and that
Christians shou!d submit

“It was by tha bloodt of martyrs our Church
won at first: not by tha blood of their foes, but
their own hiood not shed w.th arns in their
hands, but <hed at the stake or rack or block
with prayer on their lips and love in their
hearts I M Hatnrmax,

“PiNg, Hinn UrsteEr Co , N Y, Julvig ™

Making the Prisoners Work for Their Living,
From [Forest and Stream
One of the old-time Adirondack guides was

Filjah Cowles of Take Pleasant in Hamilton
conply. (ewles stood 6 feet 7 o his st k=
ings, and was of powerful build. When
be was not moose hunting or bear hunting or
guiding, he was keeper of the countv iail at
Laka Pleasant. and tha connty allowed hin
50 cents A week hoard for each man | his

meant eareful planning and not exiremely
mxurious living at the heat; 8o Cowles, hoineg a
follow of resource, used to tuke Lis prisoners
off moonse hunting, thut they might earn their
boa It is relatad of one victim that afier
h-w‘m hean out for ten davs, on the trail with
the «'r prlog guide, he begged plrteonsy to he
allowed to g0 back to inil but the inexorabls
Cowles compelled him to “keep up with the
procession’ until the veni=on had besn cap-
tured

The Lady and the Lodger.
There was an old woman of Ga.
Who %ok a young man for a la
When she aaked for her pay

The man ran away,

And ls wying hiy best now to da

inundated. That
l impoftant ons

REAR ADMIRAL 1LOUIS KEMPFF.

Hils Inestimable Service in. Refusing to Joln
in the Hostile Demonstration at Taku.

To THE Fprror or THE SuN-- Sir: Never In
the history of the American Navy has one of its
offMcers been more entitled to distinguished con-
sideration than is now Hear Admiral Louis
Kempf? for his services at Taku last month

The report to the Navy Department in whioh
Admiral Kewpff describes the bombardment
of the Taku forts and explains the reasons for
his refusal to join in it as econducted by the |
ships of other Powers there gathered is the |
evidenoe on which 1 base this confident asser- '
tion. When the American people cowe to |
understand the importance of that decision
and its inestimable value to their country in
its re'ations to the Chinese trouble and prob-
lem they will agree with what 1 have sald.
Singular distinction is due to Admiral Kempf®
as the only naval oMcer commanding there who
act/d with wise judgment and clear-headed
COmUION 8ense,

The reason why he refralned was that
we were not at war with China to justify an
act 8o distinetly hostile. Moreover, he knew
thatan attack on the forts would be likely to
fmperil the lives of the envoys and other for-
elgners shut up in Pekin and to inflame the
war-like spiric of the Chinese in all parts of the
Empire,

For what were the allied ships in Chinese
waters, and why have land forces been sent to
China? 1t was because the w hole of Christendom
was alarmed by reports of terrible danger to
the foreign embassies at Pekin, and the object
of the demoustration was the salvation of their
lives and the lives of all other foreigners in
China. It was not to make war on China.
There was not then and there is not now &
recognized state of war with China, either by
our Government or by any European Power,
Chinese diplomatic representatives still remain
at every capital Neaither do we know now any-
thing more concerning the ocndition or fate of
our own and the other forelgn legations at Pekin
than did Admiral Kempff on June 186, Weonly
know now, as e knew then,that regular commu-
nicatfon with them has ceased, and that pre-
sumptively they are in peril.

The firet necessity, theraefors, was, and s, to
learn authentically the exact state of facts at
Pekin, for without this information the naval
force of the different Powers at Taku had noth-
ing definite on which to proceed. The tradi-
tional and unvariad policy of this eountry
toward China, moreover, required that we, most
of all, should refrain from any hostile demon-
stration until a cause of war and a state of war
bhad been actually established

Only last Monday the President responded in
the most amieable spirit to the request from the
Chinesa Emperor that “*he take the initiative in
bringing about a coneert of the Powera for the
restorat.on of order and peace’’ in China. What
was the condition on which the Pre<ident based
his friendly and afirmative rogponse? It |«
that he shall receive the I(nformation the
absance of which left Admiral Kempfl without
any justifiable occaslon for Joining in the aliled
bombardment of the Taknu forts; and the cour-
teous tone of the President's response was
adopted for the same reason that the Admiral
refused to exasperate the Chinese and stimulate
in them dangerous anlmosity to foreigners
namely, the desire to suve from dreaded mas-
saera the legations, the missionaries, and the
forsigners generally in China. The Admiral re-
frained from taking part ina hostile demon-
stration which, reasonably, the Chinese could
treat and resent as an act of war, and Insodoing
he followed all the precedents of our poliey to-
ward China,

Mr. Hay has since procesded Inthe same way.
He has undertaken to communieate peacefully
with the American Minister at Pekin, in order
tofind out from him the actua! situation there
as a basis on which to prooeed. 11 Admiral
Eempff's reserve had been imitated by the
naval representatives of the other Powers such
Information might have been obtained long ago.
At any rate, they should have awaited it before
opening fire on the Taku forts, of which
hostila demonstration the Chinese Government
makes adroit, though justiflable, use inattribut-
ing to it the “calamitous consequences.’” Of
his own motlon, on the strangth of his own sane
and sound jundgment, the American Admiral
started out in the very eourse which our Govy-
ernment has pursued and enabled it to main-
tain, unbroken, the American policy toward
China for more than ifty years.

This i« a great tribute to Admiral Kempff, but
ftishisdue. Herendered an inestimable gervice
to his country at Taku and proved that he had
the only level head commanding In the allied
fleet. In refusing to join in the hostile demon-
siration he knew, of course, that he would sub-
Jeet himself to misundersianding, misrepre-
sentation and aspersion and lose the cheap
glory he would win by making a show of valor
in opening fire on the Chinesa forts, though no
state of war and no circumstances to justify
it existedd T hope that Rear Admiral Louls
Kerpfl will receive at least the reward of hon-
orable and grateful recognition. AMERICAN,

NEw Yorg, July 25.

For Street Musto,

To THE Ep1TOR oF THE SvN- Sir: T am glad
to eee the stand yon take In to-day’s editorial
on the street musiy question. The hand organs
fn various forms are to ba found most fre-
quently in tha mora densely populated portions
of the city where the peopla support them,
which {5 pretty good evidence they are wantad
in such neighborhocds. My business takes
me {n almost every portion of Manhattan Island
and I have frequently noticed and remarked
upon the delight with which the children in
the pour nefghborhoods greet the organ man,
and feel convineed that If the people who strive
to abolish the so-called nulsance would take
the trouble to travel around the ity and see
the litle ones dancing to the organ musio,
and the evident pleasure they derive from i,
they would beloath to deprive them of the inno-
cent amusement they get from what may seem
1o somie to be a nulaance

The trouble ks that those who raise the objec-
tion do not understand the eftuation. The l[ttle
onas are nuot burdened with the good things
and pleasures h‘n n kreat olty like this, and |
think we should plead for them and see to {t
that the lttle pleasures they got go innocently
are safeguardad rather than takep from them.
Lot them have music and plenty of 1t. It is
good for them and will help to _make batter
meon and wamen of them. B. THOMAS.

NEw York, July 24

To TR EITOR 0F THE SUN--Sir: In regard
to the street music about which you write in
to-day's lssue, couldn't we have some arrange-
ment wheraby the good Instruments, I mean
those in tune and in repair, conld ha licensed
and the others, discordant and ear-splitti
forbidden? Couldn’t such lcenges l.i .,‘2,‘“‘
on the recommendation of the organized musi-
cal folk of thiscity, that is, fsn't tﬁnr« A musloal
gulld in New York like the guild of sculptors
and archite t«, a Meistersinger von New York
which ~ould manage this thing !n the interesty
of art and public happiness and taste? Ryt
it anuld .-ur!mwl; b a pity to have the musio
abolished ultogother Howanp M, CANNON,

AVON=BY-T1E-SEA, N. J., July 24

An Antediluvian Fish in a Glacler,

Fram the Denioer Times

State Fish and Game Commissioner Johnson
fs one of the vldest cowboss in the State. [le
i= an exceptional'v entertaining talker and a
man who in past vears has been considered
modest, trathful and Kind to those easily
induced  to belisve  stories  concerning the
beasts of the fleld and the fishes of the wen

But hoa has appareatly changed.  This morn-
ing ho claims to have seen a man who saw a
fish frozen in the ica in the perpetual glacier
on the north side of Long's Penk

“The torv i a trae one,” said Mr. Johnson,

for the man who told it to me I8 a solentist and
“one of the most promioent men in the country
His discovery will be announced to the Da-
partment at Washington and a sclentific jn-
vestization may follow  He tells me the flah
appaara to be shout elghteen feet In length,
as nearls ns one could estimate looking througn
a fleld glnss "

“Bat there are no fresh-water fish of such
proportions,” was ventured
;1 Tisn't a freshewater fish.

‘But how did it get thepe>"
“Easlly enough to a flah man. That fish has

been frozen in tha ice glacler th aver sinos
the time of the l'lboa.whon all \ s lln%m
is find is an

It's a salt-watar
fis

YOUTSEY WAS READY TO SHOOT.

Gov. Taylor's Private Secretary Tells What He
Saw Before the Goebel Marder.

GrorokTOWN, Kv., July 25—MoKenzie Todd,
private secretary to Gov. Taylor, was a witness
to-day in the trial of Caleb Powers for the mur-
der of William Goebel. In his testimony he
sald:"Henry Youtsey oalled many tlmes In
Jaguary to ses Gov. Taylor, but usually the
Governor was busy and Youtsey would say,
‘Will call again' Youtsey was doing some
steuographilc work and typewriting for the
Governor. | saw Youtsey in Calebh Powers's
office on Saturday, Jan. 27. Powers came to
me and asked if 1 knew Youtsey, When I
sald ves, he suid: 'He is in my offloe acting
peonliarly and | want you to talk to him and
&t him out,

“Powers unlocked his office door for me and
I went in  Youtsay was sitting at the first
window, gun In hand, leaning over looking out
under the sash which was ralsed slightly, the
ourtain being pulled down low.

“*What are von dolng with that gun? I asked,

“If any trouble starts, I want to be pre-
pared,’ replied Youlsey

“Do you mean that you would shoot out
that window? 1 usked

usy building, but I

Yoo, | will protect thi
will not start any trovble,” he suid, Powers
catme in Yust then and sald

“Ir will never do at all for you to shoot out
that window,’

“Yout-ey then moved a little ways from
window and 1 went out leaving Youtsey
Powers together,

“Powers came to me again on Monday morn-
Ing, Jan. 20, and us Muxo to m*ﬂw iou&ty
aguin, as Youtae wanted to come to his ofoe,
and he did not want him. I went out and found
g"uuho\ i the main Lall nﬁlr the privatq en-

©

ance to Powers's offl oo, aﬁo we if we

n; any chance to win the contest In the Supreme

‘ourt, and when I told him the gttornevs were
confident, he turned and went to his room in the
Auditor's offlce

*“When | first went in to see Youtsey on Batur-
dav he sald:

“ ‘Mr. Powers clalmas to ba a brave man, but
when trouble hegins he hides He
then pulled back a plan that was leantng against
the wall and di~closed s<ome guns.,

“When the shota were ﬁrud ¢ jummdx
an{:’ askod what was the mutter. John Da
said:

“ *The shooting has begun and the war s

on.

“"W. J, Davidsan, the Aseistant Becretary
of Ktate, said:

“'All of us In this bullding will be killed by
the mob.’

“1 was seared and ran out of the bhullding
on lewis street, down to John Davis's resi-
dence. Davis came behind me & minute or
two Iater and we went hack to my offiee toe

ether. The door wus locked and Davis had
o lot me in. Youtsey, B. I, Guffy and others
were in  the office when 1 returned.

I told J. W Markshury some woeks ago that
1 had the cholee of three things, to tell the
truth, leave the State or tell a e, 1 said 1
would nelther lle nor leave the State. 1 saw
denta made by a hammer or hatehet in the door
of the Secrotary of State's oflice.  Those dents
were not there before the shooting, but 1 saw
them that afternoon ™

James A Stevens, a teacher of Barbourvilla
eaid that Powers wrote him about Feb. 8, and
used this expression

“The Democratic party has {t in for me,
but ft= present disorganization s more dun
to me than any other manand I am in favor
of openly declaring war." He had uninten-
tinnally destroved the letter, but that was the
suhstance of |t

Ex=tiov, Brown, for the defenges, moved to ex-
clude Stevens's testimony .'mrmnd- A specch
on the suhjeet, (ol Campbell cald politics
were not heing Injeoted into the case by his
slde and when he conchuded Brown shouted
“Stumn speech!”

“1 did not mention the bhill of rights,” re-
torted Campbell, creating a laugh.

P.H.JONESAND A.T. STEWART'S BODY,

Ex-Postmaster’s Death Recalls His Dealing
With Alleged Grave Robbers.

Old-time detectives at Headquarters who
read in yesterday ‘s RUN an account of the death
of ex-Postmaster Patrick Henry Jones recalled
the «torv of his connection with the negotiations
for the return of the hody of A. T. Stewart,
stolen from Bt. Mark’s Cemetery on Nov. 7,
1878. For many months after the grave rob-
bery the newspapers teemed with contradictory
storiea about the firding of the remains, On
Jan. 16, 1879, the positive statement was made
that Mrs. Stewart had declared that the
body of her hushand had been recoversd and
had been put in the erypt in Garden Oity. On
Jan. 27,1870, Mr. Jones, then a practising lawyer,
went to Poliee Headquarters and told Polioe
Superintendent Walling that he had reeelved
through the mails a letter,and a package relat-
ing to the case. The letter, he said, was slgned
“Henry l” Romalne,” and was sent from
Canada. Init "Romaine” agreed to prodice the
bodv for a quartar of & million doll ir<. To
grove his good faith “Romaine,” Jones said,

ad engaged him as counsel and had senta
retaining fee of $100, The package sent con-
tained a screw, cape and a pleoe of velvet which
“Romaine”’ ~aid had been taken from the
coffin when the body was removed. Mr
Jonea Induced Bupt. Walilng to advertise
n revly to this communication, Consjderable
correspondence followed atd six monthe later
Mr. Jones gave to the newspnpers what pur=

to be copies of the letters which

Koncd
8d passed between himself and ‘Romaine,”’

Tha first of thise letters was the one in
ng'h Jones was retained as counsel bv
“Romalne,” who he said was one of the grave
gobb rs. Then came another |etter in which
‘Romaine” wrote that he had went to Jo: e«
?y expreas the coffin plate that had been taken
rom Btewart's cofin. The coffin plate was
turned over to Supt. Walllng. The Superine
tendent of Pollos put detactives on the
case to watch Mr. Jones's novements.
Then Mr. Jones rroduced another letter from
‘Romaine,” {n which the writer wirnad him to
keep away from Police Headquartem, or all ne-
gotlations would be declared off. In this letter
a final demand was made for $200,000 for the re-
turn of *Stawart's body, '‘the money to bha
le*d In Jouea’s hand- " The naxt Jetter that
gured in the correspondence was one which
Jonea sald he had wr.tten to “Romaine,” and
which sald: “Judee Hilton, I do not think,
wants the romains, at least he does not evinee
much anxioty in the business notso muoh a4
he appsared to at first ' The letter ended by
aving that Mr Jones was going out of town
or several days, a'd nhut‘ omalne's" lettars
had been Pu' in the hands of the police

-'udfﬁ iiton, It is nynderstoo !, refused to
enter into nezotiations throngh Mr. Jones and
the pylice advertised, 8 1ving that Judge Hilten
would agree to pay “Ronpaine’” 85000 for the
return of Stewart's body Ths, it was be-
lieved at the time, was only o deooy to oatoh
the persons who pretendid to know all about
the grave robhery

Judge Witon fliall- satd ina newspapor in-
terview that Mr Jones knew more of the matter
and the personnel of the thisves than had been
printed. Mr. Jones raplied to this hy {ssuing a
public l-tter to Tudge Hilton 1n which he said:
Be kind enough to assert aquarely what you
mean?” Judea Hilton never replied and then
the matter was dropped.

BY TROLLEY TO PHILADELPHIA

Company Which Pr to Run From Trem-
ton as a Rival to Steam Hoadas,

TRENTON, N. J., July 25, The New Jorsey
and Philadelphia Street Raflway Company,
which is backed by Boston cajlta lsts, has se-
cursd the npper Delawnre River Bridge in this
oity and by Jan. 1 next expeets to ba running
cars over it from the centre o this cily w Phil-
adelphia. The bridee was hought for 8200,000,
Construetion of the road wil e commencnd as
soon as a few minor matters relating to right
of wav nre settled It i« reported that the

capitalists of the company now have in their
possesssion 0 malority of the bonds of the Mor-

rell sestem, which rans trom Bristol to Phila-
delphia, with the exception o shout a mile
near Crovder

It is the purpose of the coneern to ahsorh
the Marpell systam and orgunize under the
General Rallrond act of Pennsylvania o as 1o

secure the right to condemn Jand for the pur-
y',.p for a steain raflway in order to outpoint the
ennsvivanin Railrond Company, which ft s
#aid hus been sucecesful in preaventing the
operation of a trolley connection near Croye-
don. When the road is bult the trolley pas-
sengers will ba trunsterred to & car run by o

dummy engina or else the eare will ha hanled
by such an engine aver the nart of the rond
that eannot be used for trolleya. The roed
sl be of the sae gauke as the Trenton rond
With the view of making a trafMo agreement
with the local company iy

GRIP IN THE SPAL ISLANDS,

Fifteen Deaths Reported “Treasary Agent
Morton Dylog at St. Paul,
WasmiNaToN, Julv 25 The prevalenoe
the Pribvloff Islunds of a disonse peaemhbl'
erip, but attended w=ith a high rate of n

tality, was reported to the Troasury ey

ment to-day by Capt. Cushing of Lhe
entior !{al.\| at Duwteh Harbor, whenos
despatch was nniled 1o Seattle, Tle s
had returned from a ten da. < .y

the seal islands, where fifteen death 5 ror
1 , 14 from
diseare had ocourred, aight of which \\'-"-'
the island of St Lworge.  Special Trens
ent Morton, at 8t Pauls, was dving w!

@ Rush left that island, ; Tt
omm: oy onl:-' :‘\."nxk.'m.‘.?n“w&l‘ Eln'
v supposed &~
gely among '.Muun: -
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